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Signed by over 50 representatives of global civil society:

LESS THAN 
300 DAYS.

As you and political leaders across the world strive to counter 
today’s financial meltdown, it is imperative that you do not 
lose sight of the climate crisis, which poses an even bigger 
threat to the world’s citizens and economies.

Its impact is already being felt by millions of the world’s 
poorest and most vulnerable people – through floods, 
droughts, increased extreme weather phenomena and 
rising sea levels.

You and other world leaders have less than 300 days to 
secure a strong agreement to tackle climate change at the 
UN summit in Copenhagen. If you get it right, this deal could 
save the world from the enormous costs of catastrophic 
global warming and protect the lives of poor people in 
developing countries. It could boost economic growth; 
create millions of high quality green collar jobs; and secure 
a safe energy supply for generations to come.

But there will be no agreement if rich countries, who have 
caused the climate crisis, fail to show a strong commitment 
to investing public money in climate protection, at home 
and in developing countries. 

The European Union’s position for the Copenhagen 
summit will be determined in the next few weeks. At the 
next summit of EU leaders on 19-20 March, you must:

•	 �Agree to use today’s fiscal stimulus measures to 
invest in the climate-friendly and environmentally safe 
industries of tomorrow. Taxpayers’ money should be 
used to support a ‘green new deal’ to ensure a 
sustainable economic recovery – instead of bailing-
out polluting industries;

•	 �Champion the creation of a new international financial 
mechanism to support adaptation to climate change, 
clean energy and forest protection in developing 
countries. Government contributions should be based 
on historic responsibility for greenhouse gas 
emissions, and ability to pay;

•	 �Commit to pay Europe’s fair share – a minimum 
commitment now in the order of €35bn per year. 
This money must be additional to existing aid targets, 
and to any purchasing of carbon credits that offset 
EU emissions.

An open letter to EU Heads of State and Government about the climate crisis.
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